Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20510

February 6, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump,

While campaigning for President, you said, “When I win, I will immediately bring prices down,
starting on day one.”' Unfortunately, since your inauguration, the price of groceries — eggs in
particular — have skyrocketed.

According to your own U.S. Department of Agriculture statistics, the wholesale cost of a dozen
eggs has increased from $6.59 on the day of your inauguration to $7.53, marking a nearly 15%
increase in mere weeks.? This is not simply a failed campaign promise, it is a true crisis for
everyday Americans whose dollars will no longer stretch as far.

On February 5. 2025, I joined my colleagues on the U.S. House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform for a full committee hearing entitled “Rightsizing Government,” at which I
noted that, while you have issued fifty-three executive orders, there is not a single order to address
the multiple significant health and economic challenges happening simultaneously in our country
today.’

Avian flu and recalls related to E. coli, listeria, and salmonella are primary drivers of egg price
increases, and we have not yet seen any attempt to substantively address these serious issues.*
Food and cosmetic recalls, which the Food and Drug Administration categorizes together, nearly
doubled from 2012 to 2024.> Food safety concerns are only growing, and it is time to not only
restore trust in our food system, but also to immediately address the food affordability crisis.

! CNN Business. “Trump just said groceries will be more affordable ‘very soon.” He’s also said that might be very
hard to achieve.” (December 12, 2024). Online at: https:/www.cnn.com/2024/12/12/economy/grocery-prices-
inflation-trump-interview/index.html

2 USDA. “Weekly Combined Regional Shell Egg Report.” (2025). Online at
https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/viewReport/2848

3 White House. *“ Presidential Actions.” (2025). Online at: https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/
*USA Today. “McDonald's E. coli outbreak follows other listeria, salmonella recalls: What to know.” (October 26,
2024). Online at: hitps://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2024/10/26/e-coli-listeria-salmonella-outbreaks-
bacteria/75845512007/




Therefore, I request that you issue an executive order at the earliest opportunity to improve
coordination between federal agencies and the states to deploy the necessary resources to bring
these challenges to our health and economic systems under control.

Sincerely,

Raja Kris hnamoorthi
Member of Congress

> The New York Times. “Is the Food Supply Less Safe Than It Used to Be? " (November, 25, 2024). Online at:
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/11/25/well/food-safety-
outbreaks.html#:~:text=And%20the%20rate%200f%20illness.enteric%20discases%20at%20the%20C.D.C. &text=R
ecalls%20have%20nearly%20doubled%20between,at%20the%20University%200f%20Minnesota.




