
April 29, 2026

Commissioner Rodney Scott
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Commissioner Scott,

I am writing to express my concern with the rollout of the newly launched Consolidated 
Administration and Processing of Entries (CAPE) portal administered by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) to return tariff earnings to American businesses. Individual Americans, who had to 
pay the highest costs for these tariffs, are ineligible to apply, and small businesses may not even be 
able to benefit to the fullest extent. The structure of this refund process, as currently designed, risks 
delivering the greatest benefits to the largest and most well-resourced corporations while leaving 
small businesses at a significant disadvantage. I urge CBP to take immediate steps to ensure that this 
program is administered to ensure small businesses receive the refunds they deserve.

On April 2, 2025, the Trump Administration announced a series of sweeping and unlawful 
tariffs. These actions triggered a prolonged period of economic devastation for small businesses 
across the country, while many of the nation's largest corporations used their scale and pricing power
to pass rising costs onto consumers while posting record profits.1 After months of irreversible 
economic damage to small businesses, the Supreme Court ruled that not only are these tariffs 
unconstitutional, but that American importers are owed more than $166 billion taken from them by 
the Trump administration’s illegal policy.2 

Small businesses have borne the brunt of these tariffs in ways that extend far beyond the 
direct cost of import duties. Small business importers in Illinois have been forced to pay an average 
of $449,000.3 Comprising 99.6% of all businesses in the state and employing 43.7% of all Illinoisans,
small businesses are the backbone of Illinois's economy, and the scale of this harm cannot be 
overstated.4 These tariffs, compounded by immigration enforcement actions, have driven year-over-
year revenue declines of 20–50% for many local enterprises, with businesses across Illinois reporting
steep drops in foot traffic, significant revenue loss, and acute workforce instability.5 It is imperative 
that those who have suffered the most are prioritized in the refund process.
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Unlike small businesses, large corporations maintain dedicated compliance teams, have 
established relationships with customs brokers, and possess the financial flexibility to pursue lengthy 
claims processes.6 These structural advantages, compounded by early reports of website crashes, 
confusing interfaces, and delays within the CAPE portal itself, threaten to shut small businesses out 
of a process they are legally entitled to participate in.7 At the same time, public statements by the 
President threatening retribution on companies who pursue refunds risk creating a chilling effect on 
small businesses already navigating a complex and financially precarious environment.8 Together, 
these factors threaten to deter eligible small businesses from seeking the relief they are legally 
entitled to. 

Families across the country are already feeling the strain of higher prices on everyday goods,
while  uncertainty in  the  economy threatens job stability  and wages.9 Small  businesses,  long the
backbone of our communities, are facing increased costs, tighter margins, and, in too many cases,
closure.10 When policies favor the wealthiest among us, working families, local entrepreneurs, and
our  communities  bear  the  consequences.  I  therefore  strongly urge CBP to reserve  a  meaningful
percentage  of  total  refund  disbursements  specifically  for  small  businesses,  defined  by  clear
thresholds for employee count and annual gross revenue.

I further urge CBP to publicly report data on refund distribution, including breakdowns by
business  size,  to  ensure  transparency  and  accountability  in  the  administration  of  this  process.  I
request that these findings be made public and transmitted to my office no later than July 13, 2026.

Thank you for your prompt attention to the severe economic harm these tariffs have inflicted
on small businesses across Illinois and this country. I expect a timely response. 

Sincerely,

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress
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