
April 16, 2026

Administrator Kelly Loeffler
U.S. Small Business Administration
409 3rd St., SW
Washington, DC 20416.

Hon. Casey B. Mulligan
Office of Advocacy 
409 3rd St., SW
Washington, DC 20416.

Dear Administrator Loeffler:

I am writing to express my concern regarding the severe economic impact that Operation Midway Blitz
has had on the small business community in Illinois. I strongly urge the Small Business Administration (SBA)
to immediately take action to support small businesses across the state of Illinois and any other communities
that have documented substantial economic losses due to immigration enforcement operations.

In September 2025, DHS launched Operation Midway Blitz in Chicago and surrounding metropolitan
areas, militarizing civilian zones and disrupting daily life for thousands of residents. The deployment of federal
agents  produced  well-documented  economic  harm,  particularly  for  small  businesses.  Since  its  inception,
Operation Midway Blitz has driven a year-over-year revenue decline of 20–50% for many local enterprises.1

Small businesses have also faced a dual crisis as the fear of enforcement raids depresses their customer base and
workforce, while simultaneously discouraging immigrant entrepreneurs from accessing the capital necessary to
sustain  their  operations.2 This  downturn  poses  an  existential  threat  to  Illinois’  small  business  ecosystem,
including over 146,000 immigrant-operated businesses that contribute nearly $3.8 billion in annual income to
our state.3

Small businesses across Illinois have reported steep declines in foot traffic, significant revenue loss, and
acute workforce instability.4 Beyond harming profit margins and long-term viability, these factors have also
reduced tax revenue for state and local governments. The economic strain, compounded by tariffs and political
decisions such as the closure of the SBA’s regional office in Chicago, has left small business owners with fewer
resources during a time of crisis manufactured by the Trump Administration.5

The economic repercussions are most pronounced in neighborhoods with significant Latino populations,
including Rogers Park, Pilsen, and Little Village. Restaurants, retailers, and service providers have experienced
sustained downturns as consumer activity has stalled and workforce participation has been hindered by fear and
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uncertainty.6 Analysis by the Chicago Tribune, drawing on Department of Justice data, found that roughly 97%
of more than 600 Chicago-area residents detained in recent ICE raids had no criminal record, underscoring how
enforcement actions have swept up workers and community members rather than the “worst of the worst”.7

Many business  owners  have  reported  that  the  impacts  of  these  raids  are  more  severe  than  the  disruptions
experienced  during  the  COVID-19  pandemic,  with  several  enterprises  fearing  permanent  closure  within
months.8

Nowhere are these consequences more clearly illustrated than in Broadview, Illinois. Given the presence
of an ICE-operated facility in Broadview, it has been ground zero for DHS and its unlawful actions during
Operation Midway Blitz. As a result, Broadview has faced acute obstacles in recovering from the economic
onslaught  dealt  with by the occupation  of the town by federal  agents  over  the fall  of 2025. According to
Broadview Mayor Katrina Thompson, businesses in the village have collectively lost over $350,000 in revenue
as a direct result of Operation Midway Blitz. For a small community, this level of economic loss is devastating
and underscores how quickly federal enforcement actions can destabilize local economies. Business owners in
Broadview  have  faced  reduced  customer  turnout,  canceled  transactions,  and  ongoing  uncertainty,  placing
additional strain on enterprises that are vital to the community’s economic health.9

The scale of these impacts raises serious questions regarding the absence of safeguards or mitigation
measures for small  businesses caught in the wake of federal operations. Considering these circumstances,  I
strongly  urge the  SBA to  use  any tools  at  your  disposal  to  support  Chicago-area  small  businesses  facing
documented revenue losses from Operation Midway Blitz.

I further request that the SBA Office of Advocacy immediately undertake a formal economic impact
assessment of Operation Midway Blitz, including neighborhood-level data on business closures, revenue losses,
and employment disruption, and that the findings be made public and transmitted to my office no later than June
15, 2026.

Thank  you  for  your  prompt  attention  to  the  severe  economic  harm this  operation  has  inflicted  on
communities across Illinois. I expect a timely response.

Sincerely,

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress
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