
March 12, 2026

The Honorable Lee Zeldin
Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Zeldin:

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
decision to rescind the Endangerment Finding. Repealing this determination abandons EPA’s responsibility to
protect  public  health  and would put  Illinois  families  at  greater  risk from harmful  pollution  and escalating
climate impacts.

In 2007, the Supreme Court held in  Massachusetts  v.  EPA that  greenhouse gases are air  pollutants
subject to regulation under the Clean Air Act and that EPA must address emissions that endanger public health
and welfare.1 Following an extensive scientific review in 2009, EPA formally determined that six greenhouse
gases pose such a threat, grounding that conclusion in evidence from the agency, the National Academies of
Sciences, and the broader scientific community. 

When industry groups challenged the Endangerment Finding in 2012, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit upheld it, concluding that EPA’s determination was firmly grounded in the scientific record and
consistent with the Clean Air Act.2 The Supreme Court declined to review that ruling in 2013, leaving the
finding intact. For more than fifteen years, it has provided the legal and scientific foundation for federal efforts
to reduce harmful emissions. Repealing it would disregard settled law and undermine well-established science.

Illinois families are already experiencing the consequences of climate change. Between 2010 and 2024,
our state endured 85 billion-dollar disasters, and in 2025 alone, seven such disasters caused approximately $5
billion in losses.3 Extreme heat has grown more frequent and severe; during the June 2025 heatwave, Chicago
hospitals saw a tenfold increase in heat-related admissions.4 With Illinois projected to enter an “extreme heat
belt” by 2053, facing temperatures above 125°F, weakening greenhouse gas safeguards would only compound
these escalating risks.5

Air  pollution  and climate  impacts  are  already  driving  serious  and  chronic  health  conditions  across
Illinois. In 2025, more than 2.3 million adults in our state were living with at-risk health conditions, including
over 936,000 with asthma and more than 779,000 with cardiovascular disease.6 Cook County ranks among the
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worst  in  the  nation  for  premature  deaths  linked  to  coal-fired  power  plant  pollution.7 Rolling  back  the
Endangerment Finding would weaken critical guardrails and further compound these health risks, particularly
for children, seniors, and working families.

The economic consequences of unmitigated climate change are already placing growing burdens on
Illinois families and businesses. Electricity costs are projected to rise, with ComEd customers facing an average
7.7 percent increase in residential rates.8 Nearly one in five Illinois workers is employed outdoors, and extreme
heat is projected to cost these workers up to $4.1 billion annually in lost earnings.9 

Flooding  has  likewise  imposed  significant  and recurring  costs.  Since  1980,  floods  have  caused  an
average of $260 million in damage each year in Illinois.10 In 2025 alone, flooding in Northern Illinois resulted
in more than $500 million in losses, while the historic 2019 floods affected 34 counties and caused $6.2 billion
in damages.11 Further, the rollback of federal vehicle emissions standards is projected to impose more than $29
billion in additional health-related costs on Illinoisians by 2055.12 Together, these mounting costs illustrate the
long-term economic harm that would follow from weakening the safeguards designed to reduce climate risk.

The Environmental Protection Agency’s core mission is to protect human health and the environment.
Rescinding the Endangerment Finding abdicates that responsibility and disregards decades of settled science
and established law. I urge you to reverse this decision and reaffirm the agency’s commitment to safeguarding
the health, safety, and economic security of Illinois families and all Americans.

Sincerely,

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress
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