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March 10, 2026

President Donald J. Trump

The White House

Office of the President

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump,

I write to express profound concern regarding the human and economic costs of your decision to start a
costly, open-ended war with Iran. As the conflict escalates, Americans are already facing higher gas prices,
disrupted global markets, and billions of dollars in new military spending. This week, you said that you have “a
plan for everything,”! but all Americans see is an unraveling economic fallout from an unauthorized war.
Therefore, I urge you to immediately tap the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to help stabilize fuel markets and bring
down the price of gasoline, in addition to outlining a clear strategy and conditions for ending this conflict.

The costs of your war are already hitting Americans at the pump. Gas prices have risen fifty cents per
gallon on average, as Iran’s blockade of the Strait of Hormuz—a critical artery for global oil shipments—has
disrupted exports and rattled energy markets.? Brent and U.S. crude prices have spiked to nearly $120 a barrel,
and Iran has warned it could soon reach $200.3

In 2022, within a week of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, President Biden coordinated with our
allies and partners to release oil from strategic petroleum reserves to help stabilize global energy markets.* In
contrast, now over a week into starting a war, you described the increase of gas prices as “a small price to pay”
and said prices will fall once Iran’s nuclear threat is eliminated.® For families already struggling to afford
everything from groceries to health insurance, this is not a small price to pay—especially for a war many
Americans do not want or see an end in sight. Releasing oil from our Strategic Petroleum Reserve, in
coordination with allies and partners, would help provide Americans some relief.
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The economic damage is also spreading to America’s farmers, who are preparing for spring planting. A
third of the world’s fertilizer transits the Strait of Hormuz, and the current blockade is delaying shipments.®
Farmers are already facing high production costs and tariff-related market losses, and additional supply
disruptions could drive fertilizer prices even higher.” If this conflict stretches on for months—as you have
suggested it will—farmers could face yet another surge in costs during the most important part of their growing
season.

At the same time, the direct cost of the war itself is mounting rapidly. Seven Americans have been killed,
and some experts estimate the Department of Defense has already spent nearly $11 billion related to operations
against Iran.8According to a Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) report, the first 100 hours of
U.S. military operations cost roughly $3.7 billion (about $891 million per day), and additional expenses are
increasing quickly.’As one defense expert has noted, the United States is expending interceptor missiles that can
cost $9 million each to destroy Iranian drones that cost $25,000.'° This spending, without even providing a clear
reason for going to war, contradicts your stated goals to improve government spending and address our national
debt. The American people should not be forced to carry the cost of your decision to go to war.

Reports indicate that the administration may soon submit a supplemental funding request to Congress to
sustain operations in the Middle East. Before Congress is asked to approve tens of billions more in taxpayer
funding, the American people deserve a clear explanation of what this war is intended to achieve. At this point,
the administration has not articulated a clear end goal, a strategy for achieving it, or a consistent explanation for
why the United States started the conflict.

Therefore, I urge your administration to provide a clear strategy for addressing the economic costs
already being felt by American families, farmers, and businesses—including by immediately releasing oil from
the Strategic Reserve— and to define specific objectives and conditions that would bring this war to an end.
Without that clarity, the United States risks sliding into another prolonged conflict with mounting economic and
human consequences.

Sincerely,

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress
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