
September 17, 2026

The Honorable Todd Blanche
Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Blanche:

I write to request immediate clarification from the Department of Justice regarding the deployment of 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) personnel to polling places during the upcoming November midterm 
elections, following deeply troubling testimony given this week by FBI Director Kash Patel before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee.

During more than four hours of testimony, Director Patel was given numerous opportunities and 
repeatedly declined to give senators an unequivocal commitment that FBI agents would not be stationed at or 
dispatched to polling places on Election Day. When pressed by Senator Richard Blumenthal to commit that zero
agents would be present at polling locations, Director Patel would not do so, instead declining to rule out 
deployment to polling places in response to reports of "problems" or "interference."1 When Senator Peter Welch
raised a report that Director Patel had personally told a Michigan gubernatorial candidate that the FBI would 
have a presence in Michigan ahead of Election Day, Director Patel did not deny the substance of the 
conversation and instead grew confrontational with the Senator.2 Taken together, these exchanges provide 
neither voters nor election officials with the clarity they deserve regarding whether, and under what 
circumstances, FBI agents could be deployed to or near polling places during the 2026 elections.

This ambiguity is difficult to reconcile with federal law. Since 1948, 18 U.S.C. § 592 has made it a 
felony for any officer "in the civil, military, or naval service of the United States" to order, bring, or keep 
"armed men" at any place where a general election is held, absent the need to repel armed enemies of the United
States.3 The penalty includes up to five years' imprisonment and disqualification from federal office.4 The 
Department's own manual on the Federal Prosecution of Election Offenses has long construed that provision to 
reach armed federal agents, not merely military personnel.5 Director Patel's stated uncertainty about whether the
Bureau may lawfully send agents to the polls is therefore not a close legal question. It is a question the 
Department answered decades ago, in its own published guidance.

Director Patel's evasiveness did not occur in a vacuum. It follows months of similarly evasive statements
from senior officials in this Administration, including from you personally. At your own confirmation hearing 
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in July, when Senator Klobuchar asked you to commit to following clear federal law and not deploying armed 
federal agents to polling locations, you would say only that you would "follow the law, senator, of course" — 
declining, as Director Patel did this week,  to rule out such deployments outright.6 Around the same time, 
Secretary Mullin testified that he might send armed federal law enforcement to the polls "if there was a specific 
threat," without being able to identify what such a threat might be.7

These are not isolated remarks. In a prime-time address to the nation on July 16, the President 
resurrected long-discredited claims that foreign adversaries corrupted the 2020 election, asserting that our 
elections are vulnerable to being "rigged and stolen" by hostile nations.8 The intelligence community has 
repeatedly found otherwise. The National Intelligence Council concluded in March 2021 that there were no 
indications any foreign actor attempted to alter any technical aspect of the 2020 voting process, and the 
documents the Administration has since released do not establish that a single vote was changed.9

The purpose of that address was not to inform the public. It was to manufacture a national security 
predicate for federal intervention in the vote-casting process. This Administration is not responding to a threat 
to our elections. It is building the justification for one.

As Attorney General, you bear ultimate responsibility for setting and enforcing Department policy on 
this question. I therefore request that you respond, in writing, no later than September 24th, 2026, to the 
following:

1. Does the Department of Justice have a written policy, consistent with past practice, prohibiting FBI 
agents from being stationed at or dispatched to polling places on Election Day absent a specific, credible
report of a federal crime in progress? If so, please provide a copy.

2. Has that policy changed, been suspended, or been reinterpreted at any point during your tenure or 
Director Patel's tenure? If so, when, by whom, and why?

3. Did Director Patel or any other Department or FBI official communicate to John James, or any other 
candidate, party official, or campaign, that FBI personnel would have a "presence" in specific 
geographic areas of Michigan — or any other state — in the lead-up to the November election? If so, 
please describe the nature, purpose, and legal basis for that presence.

4. Will you commit, on behalf of the Department, that no FBI personnel will be stationed at or visibly 
deployed to polling places during voting hours on Election Day, absent a specific warrant or credible 
report of an ongoing federal crime?

The American people deserve an unequivocal answer to a simple question: will armed federal agents be 
present at their polling places in November? Director Patel had every opportunity today to provide that 
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assurance and did not. I trust that you, as the nation's chief law enforcement officer, will not permit that 
ambiguity to stand unaddressed. I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress
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